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Retro—Remove 
  

  

Removing Labels  
  
God’s power is always bigger than your past.  
God’s truth about you is bigger than any fact in your life.  
  
2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here!  
  
John 10:27-30 NKJV 
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My 
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.” 
  
1. God will give us a new name. 
  
1 John 3:1-3 NKJV 
1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 
called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not 
know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed 
what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, 
just as He is pure. 
  

Abram and Sarai became Abraham and Sarah.  
  

Genesis 17:1-8 NIV 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make my 
covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 3 Abram fell 
facedown, and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will 
be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will 
be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very 
fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish 
my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your  
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of 
your descendants after you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a 
foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after 
you; and I will be their God.”  
  
  
Genesis 17:15-16 NIV 
15 God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her 
Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her and will surely give you a son by 
her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will 
come from her.”  
  



  
Jacob became Israel 

  
Genesis 32: 27-28 NIV 
 27 The man asked him, “What is your name?”  “Jacob,” he answered. 28 Then the 
man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have 
struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.”  
  

Saul became Paul 
  

Acts 9:1-19 NIV 
  
  
GOD will take your weakness and turn it into his greatness.  
  
2. God wants to give us a new Purpose. 
  

  
Simon became Peter 

  
Matt 16:13-19 NIV 
 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say the Son of Man is?”  
 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
   15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”  
 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 
  

Jeremiah 29:11-13 NIV 
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me with all your heart.  
  
 3. God wants to give us a new Future. 
  

Rahab 
  
The story is found in Joshua Chapter 2  
  
 Don’t let  people, choices, actions or events label you. Our God is the creator and 

he created each one of us with a name, a purpose and a future.  

So who are you? 
Know your identity in Jesus! 
  
 


