Life Notes

January 3, 2010
The Cup of 2010

2 Corinthians 8:10 (The Message)

"So here's what I think: The best thing you can do right now is to finish what you
started last year and not let those good intentions grow stale. Your heart's been in
the right place all along. You've got what it takes to finish it up, so go to it. Once
the commitment is clear, you do what you can, not what you can't. The heart
regulates the hands. This isn't so others can take it easy while you sweat it out. No,
you're shoulder to shoulder with them all the way, your surplus matching their
deficit, their surplus matching your deficit. In the end you come out even.”

John 18:1-11 (NIV)

"When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron
Valley. On the other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went
into it. Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met
there with his disciples. So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of
soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying
torches, lanterns and weapons.

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them,
"Who is it you want?" "Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "I am he," Jesus said. (And
Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, "I am he," they
drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?" they
said, "Jesus of Nazareth." "I told you that I am he,"

Jesus answered. "If you are looking for me, then let these men go." This happened
so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost one of those
you gave me." Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high
priest’'s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) Jesus
commanded Peter, "Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has
given me?"

"When God wants to do an impossible task He takes an impossible person and
crushes him." Alan Redpath

James 1:2-4 (NKJ)

"My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the
testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”

The conversion of a soul is the miracle of a moment, but the making of a saint is
the task of a lifetime. - Alan Redpath



Luke 9:20-25 (NIV)

"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, "The
Christ of God." Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. And he said,
"The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief
priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be
raised to life." Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good is it for a
man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?”

Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?

The Cup! = God’s will!

Luke 22:40-44(NKJ)

"When He came to the place, He said to them, "Pray that you may not enter into
temptation.” And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He
knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from
Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.” Then an angel appeared to Him
from heaven, strengthening Him. And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly.
Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”
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